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I congratulate H.E. Mr. Alex Van Meeuwen of Belgium on your election as Chair of the 
4 t h year of the Human Rights Council. Our organizations express gratitude to the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay for her comprehensive report. 

The Indigenous Peoples and Nations Coalition and Indian Counsel of South America 
were specifically engaged in the effort to insure that the right to self-determination was 
not excluded in the Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights, recently adopted by the General Assembly in December of 2008. Whether it is the 
right to food or any other right, the right to self-determination remains inextricably linked 
with all other rights of the Covenant and must be considered when addressing the rights 
of all peoples, including the rights of Indigenous Peoples. Its application must be 
universal and non-selective. 

In this context, our organizations are pleased with the portion of your report which 
connects economic, social and cultural rights in the context of terrorism and counter-
terrorism. The use of so-called anti-terrorism legislation is often used to cloak the legal 
obligations of States to implement United Nations resolutions and other obligations 
associated with the right to self-determination. This is the root cause of a mass of other 
human rights violations committed by States to deny the right to life and a mass of human 
rights violations which includes, among others, disappearances, torture, and detention by 
States who continue to suppress the legal aspirations of the rights of peoples. As you 
stated, land grabs, suppression of traditional customs and outright violence will continue 
unless you impress upon States who continue to deny self-determination claims, 
including with the complicity of this Council, will inevitably perpetuate colonialism and 
occupation of peoples is not addressed. The Durban Review Conference made calls to 
create the lack of political will and the DDPA calls on all parties to indentify the root 
causes of discrimination. This phenomenon of denial is infected by Treaty Bodies who 
instruct the so-called independent expert to silence or to overlook their own mandates. 
Terrorism and Counter-terrorism law, legislation and other institutional measures are 
created so vaguely allowing human rights defenders to be accused of terrorism. In 
conclusion, your report needs to be more specifically identify that the denial of the right 
to self-determination is the underlying cause of the mass of human rights violations, as 
this Council applies impunity on the issue. Perhaps you can hold a Seminar on this 
question. I thank you Mr. Chair 


